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Reception children are working towards Early Learning Goals which they will be assessed 
against during the summer term.  The assessment does not involve a formal test.  If they reach 
the goals as a ‘best fit’ level in the three prime areas of Communication and Language, 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Physical Development plus Literacy and 
Mathematics, they are described as having reached a Good Level of Development.



Developing The Whole Child

At Pirton School we are committed to working 
with families to help children meet their 
potential, both academically and as a whole 
person.  This philosophy underpins the early 
years curriculum.

‘Three areas are particularly important for 
building a foundation for igniting children’s 
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming 
relationships and thriving.

These are the prime areas:

• communication and language

• physical development

• personal, social and emotional development’

(Statutory Framework For The Early Years 
Foundation Stage, September 2021)



Golden Rules:
Be Safe
Be Kind
Be Positive

The Prime Areas of learning link closely to our 
golden rules at Pirton School, particularly personal, 
social and emotional development.  It would be 
helpful at home if you could use the three words 
associated with our rules, for example:

• Let’s hold hands to cross the road, we need to 
be safe.

• Think about the words you used, were they 
kind?

• We are going somewhere new today, isn’t it 
exciting! I’m feeling positive about it!



Pirton 6 Learning Behaviours
These six learning behaviours are vital and 
need to be developed from early in a child’s 
life… so how can you do this at home?

Ready: self care such as dressing, toileting, 
eating independently.

Responsible: organising their belongings, tidying 
up after themselves, being responsible for jobs 
around the home, taking responsibility for their 
actions.

Reflective: what went well?  What went wrong?  
What will you do next time?

Respectful: manners, turn taking, taking care of 
belongings, each other, pets, plants, the planet.

Resourceful: finding new ways to do things, 
solving problems for themselves.

Resilient: keep on trying, don’t give up, you can 
do it! Meeting new people. Separating from 
loved ones.

Ready - Adults are prepared and confident. Children are motivated to learn and know what is expected of them. 

There are high expectations and a shared vision for the school.

Responsible - Adults and children look after each other and themselves in order create an atmosphere of 

trust. Everyone speaks politely and looks after school property.

Reflective - Adults reflect on own practice and demonstrate life-long learning. Children are given opportunities 

to think and develop a mindful approach to school.

Respectful - Pupils and adults interact politely and with regard for the other person. Feelings and emotions are 

expressed clearly with the desire to seek a resolution.

Resourceful - Adults model resourcefulness and children use strategies and past experience in current lessons. 

Challenges are overcome in a calm and purposeful manner.

Resilient - Adults and children to show determination at times of challenge. There is a sense of unity and purpose 

in learning that is inclusive and celebrates all achievements.



Be present and talk, talk, talk! But keep in mind that some children 
are naturally more introverted and may need time alone to recharge.

Work and phones are demanding 
and can dominate our time but…

quality time spent with their 
significant others is vital for children.



Let’s Get Physical!

Park: gross-motor skills, fitness, strength, safety and self-confidence
Forest/country walks: fitness, connection with nature, understanding of the world, risk taking, mental wellbeing
Sports: perseverance, fitness, competition, teamwork, pride, life long health



Daily reading is invaluable.  It can take many forms; school reading books, 
reading for pleasure books, e-readers, comics… follow your child’s interests.

Daily reading is an expectation, it is vital for developing fluency, as is re-reading 
school texts and favourite books.  Nursery and action rhymes should sit alongside 
reading to help develop phonic knowledge and vocabulary.  Confidence with 
reading develops a love of reading which is key to future learning.



Writing is a very complex skill which many children will not choose to engage 
in for pleasure yet, but we can encourage them to mark make...

Mark making can be done with a range of materials and in a range of places, it doesn’t need to be 
sat at a table… some children prefer to do it lying down or standing up.  Remember the golden rules 
and be positive about attempts at writing and drawing. Set up a ‘message centre’ at home that has 
stationery easily accessible, encourage your child to be responsible for it.  Encourage children to 
write their name as often as possible, especially if writing a message or drawing a picture.



One of the best ways 
to help your child 
understand numbers 
and develop spatial 
awareness is to play 
with them.  It also 
helps with turn taking 
and sharing.

Singing number based 

rhymes and songs will help 
children to learn to count 
forwards, backwards and in 

different sets of numbers, 
such as 2s, 5s and 10s.



Get baking!

Baking is a fantastic activity to do with your 
child, you need to read, use numbers, 
weight, capacity, temperature and time.  It 
can be physically hard work, so it develops 
perseverance and fine-motor skills.

There are risks involved so it fosters pride and 
self-esteem.  If doing it with siblings there 
usually ends up being lots of turn taking and 
negotiation required.   You have to be 
responsible and clean the kitchen… then you 
get to share what you have made!



Young children are full 
of curiosity and 
creativity… their 
questions and creations 
help them understand 
the world.  Go with their  
interests but set 
boundaries too, these 
help them to feel safe.



Healthy routines help to 
ensure your child 
remains well, so they 
are receptive to learning 
both at home and 
school.  Routines help 
children to feel secure.  
Starting these routines 
now will instill them for 
life.



Useful resources:

• Purple Mash https://www.purplemash.com/sch/pirton-sg5#/ 

• Mr Thorne Does Phonics https://www.youtube.com/@MrTsPhonics 

• Phonics Play https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

• Kids TV123 https://www.youtube.com/@KidsTV123 

• Top Marks https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

• BBC Teach https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/early-years-teaching-
resources/zhhf92p 

• Cbeebies, in particular Alphablocks https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies 

• Bug Club e-Readers

• Local Libraries

https://www.purplemash.com/sch/pirton-sg5
https://www.youtube.com/@MrTsPhonics
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@KidsTV123
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/early-years-teaching-resources/zhhf92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/early-years-teaching-resources/zhhf92p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies


Thank You For Your Time
Any questions?

Mrs Mandy Cruise

Pirton School Early Years Leader

admin@pirton.herts.sch.uk
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